We conducted an investigation into a determinant of academic motivation 1 that has implications for how we respond to school violence and tragedy. We con-2 ducted two studies to examine whether exposure to messages related to the salience 
In order to better understand social identification effects, we must consider the 
Mortality salience

135
Our argument emanates from Terror Management Theory (Greenberg et al. 1986; 136 Solomon et al. 2004) . This theory describes how we come to rely on psychological 137 defense structures when we are reminded, for instance, by violence or other stimuli that 138 make mortality salient, that our physical existence on earth is temporary (Greenberg 139 et al. 1986 ). Terror management theory holds that thinking and behaving in ways that 140 are consistent with our cultural standards, norms, and values assures us that we are 141 living a meaningful life. According to the theory, this assurance of a meaningful life 142 helps us ward off concerns of death-symbolically transcending the corporal self, and 143 thereby reducing death anxiety (Greenberg et al. 1997) . Thus, certain thought and 144 behavioral patterns help us curb death anxiety (Solomon et al. 1994 reviews, see Greenberg et al. 1997 and (Pyszczynski et al. 2003 Sixty-nine introductory educational psychology students (26 male and 43 female) par-256 ticipated in this study. The investigation was described as a "simulation of the lived 257 experience of urban students." The experiment was conducted in students' classrooms.
258
Four classrooms were randomly assigned by blocks to either the control or experi- 
Induction of mortality salience (MS) through Graffiti
264
On a projector screen, participants in both conditions were shown three images of 265 graffiti, one after another. In the control condition, the images of graffiti were pictures 266 and names (see Fig. 1 ). The experimental condition also saw images of graffiti that 267 were pictures and names; however, these images conveyed death-related messages.
268
For example, one graffiti image in the experimental condition was a picture of a heart, 269 which read "rest in peace," and made reference to 9/11 (also see Fig. 1 ). We chose 270 these death-related images in particular because past research has shown that refer-271 ences to 9/11 increase accessibility to death-related thoughts (Landau et al. 2004 to assess whether our significant interaction from Study 1 could be replicated-above 348 and beyond the association between perceived math ability and task value. 
Materials and procedure
360
Participants completed what was described as two studies. The first "study" contained 361 the mortality salience manipulation. The second "study" was described to participants 362 as follows: "On the following pages you will find a few questions asking about how 363 much you care for learning about a particular subject. Students have been assigned to 364 various subjects, but yours is math." In actuality, all students were assigned to math-365 ematics. Students were debriefed upon completion. Measures are described below in 366 the order they appeared for participants. 
Results and discussion
381
The value for learning scale was aggregated as described for Study 1. It again demon-382 strated acceptable reliability (α = .83).We first investigated whether our dichotomous Asian students to possibly increase their valuing of learning about this subject.
394
The ANCOVA revealed that perceived personal math ability was a significant covar- 
